
3/25/20 
9:00pm  
 
Good Evening Susquenita Parents/Guardians,  
 
I am writing in order to provide some awaited direction on where things stand as of this evening 3/25/20. 
 
As you likely know, the Governor and PDE have extended the school closure beyond the original date of March 
29th.  As things stand now, we are slated to be closed through April 6, 2020. 
Schools would then reopen on April 7th and 8th for staff to come in and prepare for students to arrive on the 9th.  That 
said, there is already talk in the news about the holiday being on the 9th and some potential changes such as having 
students return after the Easter holiday.   
In our case, the 9th, 13th, and 14th were designated as snow days/FID days.  Accordingly, and at PDE’s 
recommendation, we would utilize these days as make up for days already missed. As such, we are currently 
planning to designate the 9th, 13th, and 14th as FID days should we truly receive the OK to bring students back.  If 
however school closures are extended beyond the 7th, 8th, and 9th there would be no need to use FID days for the 9th, 
13th, and 14th.  and we would continue providing enrichment and review as I’m about to describe. 
 

The following was released by PDE yesterday… 
 

Continuity of Education in Pennsylvania Schools  
March 24, 2020  
With COVID-19-related school closures extending until at least April 6, it is essential that schools revisit their 
Continuity of Education efforts. This is particularly true for the graduating class of 2020.  
 
Continuity of Education is the overarching term for any educational practices that occur in the event of a 
prolonged school closure. It is important that students have the opportunity to develop and maintain skills while 
away from the customary school environment. This can be achieved through Planned Instruction, Enrichment 
and Review or a combination thereof.  
 
1. Planned Instruction: Planned Instruction is formal teaching and learning similar to that which occurs in a 
classroom setting. Within this process, teachers use planned courses of instruction of new concepts/skills 
aligned to grade level standards.  
 
2. Enrichment and Review: Enrichment and Review consists of informal activities that reinforce or extend 
students’ prior learning. New standards and skills are not addressed through Enrichment and Review.  
 
PDE strongly encourages all schools to provide some type of Continuity of Education for all students in the 
most appropriate and accessible ways possible, while also honoring the Governor’s guidance for aggressive 
social distancing of at least six feet between individuals. Also know that evolving USDE guidance implies that 
IDEA and other federal protections still apply whether or not schools offer Continuity of Education.  

 
 
 
Accordingly, starting Monday, 3/30/2020, we will begin offering Continuity of Education to our students through 
the Enrichment and Review process. (Enrichment and Review consists of informal activities that reinforce or extend 
students’ prior learning. New standards and skills are not addressed through Enrichment and Review.) Review 
activities will be designed with the idea of helping students maintain their understanding of prior instruction.  Title I 
teachers will reach out to their students and offer remedial material as appropriate. Activities and projects will be 
non-graded.  Activities and projects will not be mandated but rather offered as suggested activities designed to 
engage your children to the degree you and they decide is helpful and productive. Delivery of material will be 
pushed out through Seesaw, Canvas, or premade video recordings (no live recordings at this time).  If this changes 
and we opt to utilize Zoom meetings or other real time communications, we will let you know.  
 
For continuity purposes, all activities will be pushed out to students and families at the beginning of the week for 
that entire week. 
 



Expectations are that teachers will be available to students and parents/guardians via email from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Friday. During this time, students may request 
clarification or assistance with any of the several activities or projects provided. Each teacher’s email address will be 
available on their individual District webpage. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays will be used for planning purposes in order to get activities ready for the following week.  
As you may have noticed, this plan is actually a modified schedule to what we established for our Flexible 
Instructional Days. The main difference is that work will not be required and therefore not graded. 
 
Our school psychologists and building counselors will be available to parents and students during the same times as 
our teachers.  They are mindful that their services are perhaps needed now more than ever as a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic.  
 
Please know that since our buildings are currently closed and we are still experiencing significant community 
increases in the number of coronavirus cases, there are no plans to make copies and distribute packets of material to 
students.    
 
Meals are however, still being provided to our students on a daily basis Monday – Friday at the following sites.  
 
  Duncannon Fire Company Martin Building - 101 Cumberland Street, Duncannon, PA 
   from 11-12:30 p.m. and 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
                Heidi Sands 717-903-1463. 
    Delivery will also be available upon request. 
                            
    Marysville Lions Club – 102 Park Drive, Marysville, PA 
      from 11-12:30 p.m. and 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
     Maryellen Brown 717-514-0756 
     Jon Erdosy 814-933-7145 
     Delivery will also be available upon request. 
 
Special Education teachers will be receiving additional guidance and direction on Thursday of this week but plans 
will be in place to provide learning experiences and projects for our students with IEPs. Our Special Education 
teachers will be in communication weekly just like all other teachers. 
 
Students still have through the March 29th to provide make up work they may still need to turn in for the third 
marking period. In other words, the 29th will be the cut off for the 3rd Marking Period. 
 
As I said in my last communication, two of my most important goals at this time are tied to student safety and 
keeping the lines of communication open. I continue to ask for your understanding with the fact that in many cases, 
decisions require significant consultation and coordination efforts before I feel comfortable communicating directly 
to our families.  I will continue to do my best knowing that you are looking for direction and answers to your 
concerns. I believe that during uncertain times, it is essential that we find ways to connect with others and share our 
collective knowledge of solutions. We must remind ourselves that we’re part of a greater community, and that our 
greater purpose is to emerge from this crisis with the tools to build a better world.   
 
God Bless and Stay Safe! 
 
 
 
 


